The ongoing travel disruption is of great concern to BVCB and its members, particularly those within the hotel, events, meetings and catering sectors.  As those visitors initially stranded in Belfast have found alternative routes back to the UK, many business, conference and leisure tourists planning to come to Belfast this week are still unable to do so, forcing them to cancel their hotel rooms, meeting spaces or events.

 

A number of smaller conference and events have already been cancelled but we have been somewhat fortunate that this week has not been one of our busiest weeks in terms of business and conference tourism.  We would however become increasingly concerned if the crisis lasts much longer and heads into the busy months of May and June.  Meetings, conferences and events bring significant revenue into Belfast, not only in terms of bed nights and venue hire but the economic impact extends further as delegates enjoy eating out, shopping and visiting local attractions.  Significant losses will already have been felt across the tourism sector, and our concern is that this could be much greater if the situation continues.

