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BANK ON BELFAST FOR AUGUST FAMILY FUN

As family school holiday budgets run low, Belfast Welcome Centre has compiled a list of Top Ten things to do and see in Belfast giving parents plenty of ideas on how to fill the remainder of the school holidays. Mary Jo McCanny from the Belfast Welcome Centre understands the pressure that parents are under to entertain children over the summer holidays but explains how it is possible to do it on a budget. 

“With only weeks left of the school holidays most families will have already visited Belfast’s top attractions including Belfast Zoo and W5 and may be out of ideas on what to do now, not to mention running out of money. But what a lot of people don’t realise is that there are lots to see and do in Belfast that won’t break the bank. 
The city offers some beautiful parks and places to visit that don’t cost a penny including Belfast Castle, Botanic Gardens and Titanic’s Dock & Pump-House. There are also lots of great value attractions including a visit to Streamvale Farm or the Belfast Wheel for only £4.50 per child and even the SS Nomadic which has opened for daily tours for only £3 per child.” 
The Belfast Welcome Centre Top Ten Family Trips in August that won’t break the bank: 

1) Belfast Castle 

On the slopes of Cave Hill, Belfast Castle is a great place to bring the family for a walk around the beautiful gardens, and is the perfect place to sample excellent cuisine with friendly service. Don’t miss the Cave Hill Visitor Centre and Country Park. Open 9am – 10pm Monday to Saturday and 9am to 6pm on Sunday. 

2)         Titanic’s Dock & Pump-House 

Located inside the 100 year old Edwardian Pump-House, the Visitor Centre includes a full audio-visual experience, unlocking the history of Belfast shipbuilding from the 1600s through to the launch of the Titanic.  You can also take a walk along the Dry-Dock, purchase souvenirs or simply sit back and relax in the Café with a hot snack, sandwich or cup of coffee to make your visit to Titanic’s Dock and Pump-House a truly memorable experience! Open everyday 10.30am to 4pm. 

[more…] 
3) Botanic Gardens 

Botanic Gardens is a great place to enjoy the perfect family day out. The restored Palm House displays exotic trees and flowering plants while the Tropical Ravine features a humid jungle glen with a fish pond dominated by general waterlillies. Bring 

some outdoor games for the children to play with after the gardens have been explored. Open daily until dusk. 

4) Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park 

Sir Thomas & Lady Dixon Park houses one of the world’s best rose gardens which is fascinating for young and old alike. There are lots of different areas to enjoy a picnic and a play area for children. Open daily until dusk. 

5)         Summer Sundays, Cotton Court, Cathedral Quarter 

Belfast Circus School’s sensational summer season of street theatre runs every Sunday until 30th August. It promises to unleash the finest and funniest street performers from around the world to entertain everybody and their granny. Watch in amusement with at the yodelling or jitterbug-aerobics, be amazed at the strongest woman in the world and laugh your socks off at the sheer talent of S-Factor. 
Shows every Sunday at 1pm, 2pm, 3pm and 4pm, up to the 30th August.

6)         SS Nomadic 

SS Nomadic the Belfast built ship which carried the first and second class passengers out to Titanic has reopened her gangway and will remain open until Sunday 23rd August. The public have the opportunity to step onboard to view a selection of exhibitions and artefacts, a children’s art workshop and souvenir shop as well as maritime talks and daily tours of ships. Open daily from 10am to 6pm and tickets are priced at £5 per adult, £3 per child (under 14) and £12 for a family ticket (2 adults and 2 children). 

7) Streamvale Farm 

Streamvale Farm is a family run dairy farm situated on the edge of Belfast with beautiful views over the city. There are different areas with lots to see and do including the Farm Yard, the Nature Trail and The Parlour where cows are milked everyday at 4pm and visitors can watch from the viewing gallery. Open Monday to Saturday from 10.30 - 5pm and Sunday 2pm to 5pm and tickets are priced £5 per adult, £4.50 per child (under 3’s go free) and £18 for a family ticket (2 adults and 4 children). 

[more…]

8) Belfast Wheel 

Located in the grounds of the City Hall the Belfast Wheel offers spectacular views across the city giving families the chance to see the sights of Belfast. Open Sunday to Thursday 10am to 9pm, Friday 10am to 10pm and Saturday 9am to 10pm. Tickets are priced £6.50 per adult, £4.50 per child (aged 3-12) and £1 per child (aged 1-3) and under 1’s free. 

9)         The Belfast Mela, 30th August, Botanic Gardens

The Belfast Mela now in its third year has attracted a combined audience of over 22,000 people making it the largest multi-cultural event in the whole of Northern Ireland. The Mela is an international showcase of music, dance, art and food from more than thirty nations around the globe. Sunday 30th August from 12pm to 6pm and admission is free. 

10)       Stena Line Kids Cruise on Belfast Lough 

Give the kids a fun day out on a Belfast Lough cruise onboard the Stena Caledonia. There will be face painting, balloon modelling, karaoke and a film in the onboard cinema as well as activity packs. The Stena Line Kids Cruise runs every Wednesday in August and tickets are priced £10 per child and one adult travels free with each fare paying child. Book early to avoid disappointment at www.stenaline.co.uk.  

For more information on what there is to see and do in Belfast call into the Belfast Welcome Centre, 47 Donegall Place, visit www.gotobelfast.com or telephone 028 9024 6609.

[Ends] 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: For further information, please contact Alana Taylor or Fiona Brown of Duffy Rafferty Communications on 028 9073 0880.

