VOLUNTEERS - ALL HANDS ON DECK FOR THE TALL SHIPS!
 
It will be all hands on deck for over 100 University of Ulster students who have volunteered to work at the biggest event Belfast has ever seen this weekend.
 
They will be involved in welcoming people from all over the world to the Belfast Maritime Festival 2009, which includes the grand finale celebrations of the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge, (organised by Sail Training International), from Thursday 13th to Sunday 16th August 2009. 
 
University of Ulster Travel and Tourism Management student, Carly Rafferty explains why she is getting involved: “I am volunteering with the Tall Ships as it is a great opportunity to be part of such a large and prestigious event, welcoming people from all over the world to Northern Ireland and showing them what we have to offer.  I feel I will gain valuable experience liaising with guests from different cultural backgrounds during the course of the Festival.”
 
The students, as well as the other volunteers, will take on a variety of roles to help deliver this eagerly awaited Festival. These roles include working on-site, marketing, media liaison, transport logistics, ships liaison staff and providing tourism and customer information to the public.
 
With 100’s of different events, performances and activities taking place over the four FREE fun-filled days of the Festival and 100’s of journalists and broadcasters expected - there will certainly be plenty for the volunteers to do, especially as the Festival is open to the public on Thursday 13th and Friday 14th from 12 noon to 9pm, on Saturday 15th from 10am to 9pm and on Sunday 16th August from 10am to 4pm!
 
Gerry Copeland, of Belfast City Council, which is the largest funder of the event contributing £1.1 million to the total cost of £2.4 million, said: “An event on this scale would not be possible without the input and help of the volunteers and funders like the University of Ulster. Belfast Tall Ships is extremely grateful to all the volunteers and to the University of Ulster for their input.”
 
Professor Alastair Adair, Pro Vice Chancellor for Communications and External Affairs, University of Ulster, added: “The University is proud to support the Tall Ships Festival and we are delighted that our students are able to make a vital contribution through their volunteering. 
 
“The wide range of roles that they will be undertaking over the course of the four-day event reflects our strengths in the areas of travel, tourism, hospitality, event management, communications and media.”
 
Over the course of the Festival the University of Ulster is also running a packed programme of events and activities involving students and staff from across its campuses.
One of the highlights will include a diving exhibition located at the Abercorn Basin, where staff from the University’s Centre for Coastal and Marine Research will be making regular dives into Belfast Lough and demonstrating the careful preparations which must be made before each descent. 

The University of Ulster will also have a stand in the Expo marquee , located near the Odyssey Arena, showcasing everything from hi-tech robotics to a Formula 1 racing car built by engineering students. There will also be health demonstrations carried out by staff from Ulster’s School of Life and Health Sciences and free reflexology sessions courtesy of the University Clinic.
 
For further information visit: http://www.ulster.ac.uk/tallships/ 
 
For more information go to www.gotobelfast.com or telephone the Belfast Welcome Centre on 028 9024 6609 – office opened from 9am to 9pm Monday 10th August to Friday 14th August 2009.
