The Tall & Small of the Sailing World come to Belfast

The big and small aspects of sailing world will come together as competing vessels in the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge meet up with the Association of Sail Training Organisations (ASTO) Small Ships flotilla in Belfast on the 13 August.  The Small Ships Race got underway on the 11th August will see 18 Sail Training Vessels arrive into Belfast Harbour from Greenock in Scotland, where they will join the fleet of the Tall Ships race.

Entries for the Small Ships race has increased by 50% since the event was last in Belfast in 2006 - proving sailing to be more popular than ever in local waters. The Small Ships, like many of the big-brother counterparts, are manned by a mixture of experienced and trainee crew members with crews ranging from 16 to 19 and the smallest vessel measuring just over 9 metres in length. With at least half of the crews aged between 15-25 years old. The departure from Greenock will take place today, Tuesday 11 August, with the ships expected in Belfast sometime on the morning of Thursday 13th August to join the Tall Ships at the Belfast Maritime Festival 2009. But the ‘big’ spectacle for the Tall and Small aspects of sailing will truly come in to their own on the final day of the festival, when the entire armada of ships will take part in the magnificent Parade of Sail on Sunday 16th August, which people can see from both sides of Belfast Lough.

The fantastic Parade of Sail event is just one many events that are part of the Belfast Maritime Festival from 13th to 16th of August, which has land based live entertainment, neck creaking aerobatic displays, three fireworks displays, continental markets and funfairs – all alongside some of the world’s most beautiful sailing vessels afloat.
