The Tall Ships are on their way!
 
Immediate release
 
The first Tall Ships have arrived in Northern Ireland today ahead of the biggest event ever to held in Belfast
 
Hundreds of thousands of visitors are expected in Belfast from Thursday 13th August until Sunday 16th August 2009 when the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge concludes with the largest ever festival the city has ever seen - and it's free to the public.
 
Organised by Sail Training International, the ships race to the finishing point at Malin Head and many will dock at ports throughout Northern Ireland during the next week before making their way to Belfast for the main event on Thursday.
 
Ports they will visit include Derry City, Ballycastle, Carrickfergus   and Bangor but other vessels who will join the Atlantic race fleet in Belfast are calling at Warrenpoint and Strangford.  
 
Their arrival will be met in Belfast with a range of activities, events and entertainment, with one of the highlights to be the Yakovlev Aerobatic Airplane Displays on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
 
The popular continental market will return to Belfast and will be at three different locations; while there will also be live concerts and entertainment at various points of the city, including Custom House Square and Clarence Dock.
 
 There will also be fireworks, funfairs, climbing wall, laser quest, face painters, street theatre, sand sculptures, W5 Wind, Wings and Waves Exhibition,  while BBC NI zone will have its favourite Radio Ulster presenters appearing and other activities including  BBC headroom drumming workshops.
 
The first two ships to arrive in Belfast today include the Portuguese Cisne Branco , which means White Swan.  It is a three-masted Tall Ship built in Amsterdam, Netherlands.  
 
She is the second largest of the fleet sailing from Halifax to Belfast on the final leg of this extraordinary international event.   She has been joined by the Capitan Miranda, a Class A. 50.29m Schooner. Capitan Miranda belongs to the Uruguayan Navy.
 
Neither ship will be being open to the public until next Thursday 13th August.  
 
The Tall Ships also features other smaller vessels and the Peter von Danzig, a Class D sloop,  is already moored on the River Foyle in front of the Derry City Council offices .    
 
The winners of the race will not be finally known until all the fleet are in Belfast and they have handed in their race declaration forms to the race organisers, Sail Training International. The full results will then be announced in advance of the prize giving, which will be held on Friday 14th August at 1900hrs.
 
Although the ships vary in size from the big Class A’s to the smaller yachts, they are able to compete against each other on an equal footing because of Sail International’s Time Correction Factor Formula. Currently Cisne Branco is lying in first place overall as well as in Class A, as well as taking ‘line honours’ for being the first to cross the finish line.
 
For more information go to www.gotobelfast.com or telephone 028 9024 6609.
 
Track the final days the Tall Ships extraordinary journey by tracking the progress of the magnificent fleet as the race towards the finish line of the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009.
http://www.tallshipsraces.com/mapping/
