Tall Ships live link up with International Space Station today Friday 14th August 2009 
 
Today at 15.35pm in the Odyssey Arena (Management Offices, Door 2), Belfast, crews from the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009 will participate in a live link up with the Astronauts of the International Space Station.
 
English, Dutch, French and Brazilian trainee crews will participate.  The ships include: Jolie Brise, Rona II, Etoile, Belle Poule, Europa, Urania , Cisne Branco.
 
At least five of the six astronauts will share their experiences on living together in the confines of the space station with the crews’ similar experiences of the maritime world. 
 
Commander Padalka from Russia will lead questions from the space station to the trainee crew members. The station orbits the earth every 90 minutes so the live link up will only last for a short while as it moves across the sky.  Nathalie Pottier, liaison manager with the international space station, says that the key message of the link up is that today all crews from the Atlantic Challenge are real winners and participation is the most important part. 
 
One of the goals of today’s link between the Tall Ship trainee crews and the Space Station Astronauts is to help raise awareness and understanding of space technology among young people and the general public.
 
Nathalie Pottier will facilitate actual communication between the Astronauts and the crew members on the ground.
 
The Space Station crew who will participate are: Commander Grennadiy Padalka (Russia), Roman Romanenko (Russia), Mike Barratt (NASA USA), Tim Copra (NASA USA) and Robert Thirsk (Canada).
