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TALL SHIP TWENTY FIVE GEARING UP FOR TRIP OF LIFETIME

Twenty five Northern Ireland youngsters are gearing up for the trip of a lifetime in 10 days time when they will join the crews of the Tall Ships heading for Belfast where they will arrive on 13 August.  

 

The eager and excited trainee crew will be making their way to Halifax, Nova Scotia, to prepare to ride the waves of the vast Atlantic waters on the final leg of the epic journey on 20 July.

 

But before they set sail for Belfast, the Tall Ships will embark on their penultimate trip on Monday 13th July. Around 1000 male and female crews from around the globe will start the fifth leg of the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009 from Boston to Halifax .   

Appropriately, Halifax already has a poignant Belfast connection, when the infamous RMS Titanic sank off the Canadian coast on her maiden voyage; Halifax Nova Scotia being the resting place and memorial for many of her victims.

 Trainees from other countries have already been at sea from May 3rd and visited such ports as Vigo Spain, Tenerife, Bermuda, Charleston and south Carolina  and have experienced a mixture of unforgettable moments and bracing the uncontrollable elements .

 

One who has been travelling on the tall ship Tecla said: "There was at least 10 whales around us making waves, at one point one , coming up to within a distance of maybe 20 metres, it splashed it's tail once and went under, such an amazing sight- really unforgettable!'
Another trainee said,"The change of weather is striking. After leaving the Gulf Stream the temperature dropped and the nights are desperately cold, some crew find the cold hard to deal with and actually wear all their trousers over each other!"
As our trainee crew count down the days until they leave for Halifax to join the Atlantic Challenge, Belfast is also counting down until the great Tall Ships reach our shores. Today [13th July] marks 30days until the grand finale celebrations begin around the port on both sides of the River Lagan – at the Odyssey and from Customs House Square right down through Clarendon Dock to Ballast Quay, York Dock and Pollock Dock. 

Over 400,000 visitors are expected to welcome back the finely rigged ships, 18 years after their first visit in 1991.
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FULL DETAILS CAN BE FOUND ON www.gotobelfast.com
Crew reports can be found on www.tallshipsraces.org  and is updated daily

Belfast Grand Finale Activities include:
· The unique and highly acclaimed Tall Ships fresh from their Atlantic adventure 

· A supporting ‘cast’ of over 35+ ships

· Exhibition Marquee

· Family Fun Zone

· Continental markets

· Fun Fairs

· Day and evening concerts

· Firework displays

· Crew Parade

· Parade of Sail on the departure day 

· Fireworks display at 9pm on Thursday [13th], Friday [14th] and Saturday [15th]

· UK Strongest Man

· Charity displays

· NI Fire & Rescue Demonstrations

· Balloon Modellers

