TECLA WINNERS OF FINAL LEG OF THE TALL SHIPS ATLANTIC CHALLENGE 
 

The Class B Dutch vessel Tecla has been confirmed as the overall winner on corrected time of the fifth and final leg of the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge, which saw the fleet cross the Atlantic from Halifax in Canada to Belfast, Northern Ireland. Behind Tecla overall was Cisne Branco (Brazil), with Europa (Netherlands) in third. Corrected time is calculated using a sophisticated rating system, devised by Sail Training International, that allows all the vessels to compete against each other on a level footing.
 

The fleet had experienced some extreme weather conditions as they crossed the Atlantic, including storms that saw wind speeds of up to 60 knots and eight metre waves during the 2,350 nautical mile voyage. For all the crews that took part in the race, including the experienced captains in the fleet, the race was something none of them will forget with ‘challenge’ being an apt word for the event. 

 

The winner of the Class As has been confirmed as Cisne Branco from Brazil, with the Dutch Europa in second place and Capitan Miranda from Uruguay in third. 

 

Tecla was also the winner in Class B, with the UK’s Jolie Brise coming second and the French naval vessel Etoile in third. The winner of the Class Ds was the UK’s Rona II, with the Dutch naval vessel Urania in second and Peter von Danzig, the German vessel from the University of Kiel, in third.  

 

The first ship across the finish line, and so taking ‘line honours’, was Cisne Branco, who completed the race in 15 days and 39 seconds. A number of other prizes will also be awarded for the entire race series during the prize giving which will take place after the crew parade at 1900 hrs in the Odyssey Arena. A big crew party will be held immediately following the prize giving. 

 

The final prize that will be awarded this evening will be the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge Friendship Trophy. This specially commissioned trophy epitomises the objective of the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge and is awarded to the vessel which, in the opinion of the entire race fleet through a secret ballot, has done most to help further international understanding and friendship during the races. 
 

“The last race proved to be an excellent and exciting finale for the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge,” says Bernard Heppener, Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge Chairman.  “At times there were storm force winds which certainly provided the crews with a challenging time on board, particularly for the crews on the smaller vessels. All crew members now have a greater respect for nature and the ocean as well as having had the chance to get to know their own strengths and weaknesses and understand the meaning of teamwork. There is no doubt that they all enjoyed an amazing experience that they will remember for the rest of their lives. We are grateful to Belfast for putting on such a wonderful welcome to the fleet in this the final port of the Challenge.”

