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International Space Station Message to Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge fleet


Issued: 18 May 2009

Astronauts on board the International Space Station* have sent a message of support to the crews taking part in the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge. Commander Gennady Padalka and Michael Barratt recorded a special message for the crews, sending their greetings and congratulations.

“We would like to send a special wish to all you young sailors. We know you will apply every effort to win but you should know that your participation in the regatta is already a victory. A victory of peace, friendship and understanding of nations,” said Commander Michael Barratt. “Our professions are very much alike and in an environment foreign and hostile, human being success always favours the most courageous and persistent people.”

The completed message from the Astronauts to the Tall Ship crew members can be seen: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpvKz1F3A-4

During the transatlantic race from Tenerife to Bermuda, a unique connection is being created that will see the crew of the International Space Station communicate to some of the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge fleet via satellite links and the Moscow Control Centre.  

The Tall Ships Fleet final destination in this Atlantic Adventure is Belfast, where the grand finale will be celebrated over a 4 day period between the 13th and the 16th August. 

For more information about the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge, including reports, images and race updates, visit the website: www.tallshipsraces.org.

Visit:  www.gotobelfast.com for further info or call the Belfast Welcome Centre 028 9024 6609
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Other info:

*The International Space Station is a joint project of the space agencies of the USA (NASA), Russia, Japan, Canada and ten European nations. It orbits the earth at a low altitude of approximately 190 nautical miles, completing around 15 orbits per day.
· Kruzenshtern, Etoile, Belle Poule, Spirit of Bermuda and Jolie Brise have all agreed to take part, with the potential for others to also join. The plan is to involve young astronauts of tomorrow in Russia in a unique experience when they will be able to pose questions to the astronauts via the young trainees on the Tall Ships that will give all participants a unique and exciting experience.
· The first step will be for the young people on the ground in Russia to determine the International Space Station orbit. Meanwhile young sailors on board the Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge fleet will calculate the direction and coordinates of their ship. According to the results, the optimum time and geographic location will be established for radio contact. As contact is made, the astronauts on board the Space Station are likely to see the ships crossing the Atlantic at the same time that radio contact is established. A total of five radio contacts will be conducted, each lasting around ten minutes.
· The event is being set up at international level by space engineer Nathalie Pottier, a graduate of the Moscow Aviation Institute who has worked with the International Space Station and Launchers projects in Russia, United States, Netherlands, and France.
Grand Finale: Belfast 13-16th August

Some Belfast Maritime Festival Facts 2009:

· The Biggest Festival Belfast has ever seen

· Thursday 13th - Sunday 16th August 2009 
· Footfall of 400,000 + expected
· 45+ tall ships will be docked in Belfast Port for the four days
· Local government support
· Biggest event ever staged in Northern Ireland
· Will be the biggest international event staged in Ireland in 2009  
· Cross-border support
· Support from NITB
· Support from Tourism Ireland
· Support from Belfast City Council  

· Support from Belfast Visitor and Convention Bureau

· Support from DETI / DCAL / DSD

The Tall Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009 

A spectacular odyssey around the North Atlantic Ocean of more than 7,000 nautical miles following the traditional route taken by sailing ships of a by-gone age.

The fleet gathered in Vigo on the northwest corner of Spain (30 April - 3 May) for the start of the first race in the series, 900 nautical miles south-south-west to Tenerife in the Canary Islands (14 - 17 May). From there, the fleet will race the 2,600 nautical miles westward to Bermuda (12 - 15 June) where the ships and crews will be the centrepiece of the island’s celebrations of its 400th anniversary. The fleet will then race to Charleston, South Carolina on the US east coast (25 - 29 June) before proceeding to Boston, Massachussetts (8 - 13 July). A cruise of a further 370 miles north-north-east to Halifax (16 - 20 July), where celebrations include the 250th anniversary of the Naval Port, will be followed by a final race starting on Monday 20 July of 2,350 nautical miles eastbound across the North Atlantic to Belfast, Northern Ireland (13 - 16 August) which will host the series’ grand finale celebrations.

