Motorists advised to plan journey to the Tall Ships Festival in Belfast – 13th to 16th August 2009
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People attending the Belfast Maritime Festival which marks the return of the Tall Ships (which last visited in 1991) are asked to leave plenty of time for their journey.

With over 400,000 people expected to attend the Festival over the course of the four-day event, motorists should leave extra time to reach their destination. An increase in the volume of traffic on all routes in and around the River Lagan and Belfast Port is expected and a number of road closures on Corporation Street, Queens Quay, Queen Elizabeth Bridge, Queens Road, Sydenham Road and the M3 slip road to the Odyssey have been unavoidable. 

The Festival organisers ask that those attending bear in mind the anticipated peak times, which are 11.00am/12noon,3.30/4.00pm and after the fireworks at 9.30pm, when planning their journeys. The organisers also anticipate Saturday to be the busiest day. Those attending are advised to use the designated ‘park and ride’ car-parks, all offering a daily rate of £2.00 per person (Senior citizens and children under16 travel free) for a return journey to the Tall Ships Festival. The three car parks have a total of 5,000 spaces available with no queuing. Signage along the access routes will provide direction. 

The car parks are located at the Giant’s Park (North Foreshore serving the North and M2), Boucher Playing Fields (serving the South, West and M1), and D3 (serving North Down, East Belfast and central traffic).

Coach parking at Queen’s Road and disabled car parking at all the Park and Ride sites can be pre-booked through the Belfast Welcome Centre at 028 9024 6609.

The Lord Mayor of Belfast Cllr Naomi Long said, “The Council are working with partner agencies to ensure that the Festival would not cause unnecessary disruption to motorists.”

"We are working closely with the DRD, Translink, PSNI and the Harbour Police to make sure that the event runs smoothly and will be an enjoyable experience for everybody while causing minimal disruption to motorists in the area.”

“If you are planning to attend the Festival, make sure you leave yourself plenty of time to arrive and depart the venue. If you are not visiting the event, you may want to avoid the area on the days in question and consider taking an alternative route," he added.

Cllr Long continued, “Reducing the level of car use and easing traffic flow around the Festival site during the event is one of the Council and its partner’s key objectives.”

“We are delighted that the Festival will attract a high volume of visitors, but we are very conscious of the potential to disrupt the flow of traffic and our environmental responsibilities. We have ensured that the ‘park and ride’ shuttle buses will be available to take visitors to and from the car parks every ten minutes. Once you are at the event, a free shuttle bus service, operating every five minutes, will take you around all sections of the Festival site.  In addition, Belfast City Centre Management and Translink are also providing a free shuttle service which will run to and from the City centre. We look forward to welcoming people from all over Ireland and the UK to the Festival and giving everyone a great spectacle.” 

For full information on the park and ride, shuttle and coach parking arrangements plus public transport to the Festival, visit the website for further details on www.gotobelfast.com or telephone the Belfast Welcome Centre on 028 9024 6609.  


The Lord Mayor added, “If you must travel by car, I would advise you to avoid the rush hour traffic and only park in our designated park and ride car parks. We would also ask that visitors comply with any requests from stewards and the PSNI so that the Festival is as enjoyable as possible for everyone involved.” 

